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5th  Grade: Imaginative “Realistic” Self Portraits
    Eric Allard


5-Day Unit Plan

Big Idea: Imagination (Reality?)

	Objective
	Concepts
	Essential Questions

	Students will explore and create a balance of imagination and perceived “reality” in a self-portrait.


	Imagination as reality

Reality as imagination

Interpretation of reality:  

Students will learn standard proportions of the face, gain practice in drawing from a mirror, and learn to balance “realism” with “imagination.”
	What does it mean for something to be an accurate representation?

What is reality?

What is imaginary?

What is an interpretation?




	Skills
	Vocabulary
	Standards

	Students will gain experience in:

- Critique

- Truthful self-assessment 

- Imaginative drawings

- Balancing composition

- Looking for shapes in the face (shape of neck/shoulders/nose/mouth)

- Observational drawing

- Looking for shapes in the face (shape of head/hair line/eyes)

- Mapping out proportions of a face


	Critique - looking at art with a critical eye (often supportive of artist)

Self-Assessment - looking at and reflecting on our work

Imagination – our ability to produce ideas mentally

Reality – what we perceive as truth

Observation – working with reference from an object in front of us

Accuracy – precision or exactness

Perception – how we see or view something

Proportion - relationship between dimensions and size

Symmetry - similar arrangements of parts on opposite sides of a plane or line

Portrait - an image of a person, specifically of the face

Outline/Guidelines - a light geometric layout to help placement of details
	1.1 Identify, describe and interpret observed form.

1.1.b. Compose and render from observation subject matter that shows 3-dimensional form, light and shadow, qualities of surface texture, detail, and spatial relationships 

3.1 Create images and forms from observation, memory, and imagination and feelings.

4.2.b. Describe, analyze, interpret, and make judgments about personal artwork and the artworks of others

4.2.c. Apply predetermined criteria to assess personal artworks




	Lesson
	Objective
	Concepts
	Essential Questions
	Assessment

	1
	Students will create the outline of a self portrait (bust) using proper proportions.
	Proportion: Students will learn the standard proportions of a human face and be able to apply them to their own self portraits.

	In what ways are all people alike?
	Formative assessments will be made of students’ understanding of proportion.

Summative assessments will be made of portrait outlines and readiness for next step.

	2
	Students will start their self portraits using mirrors (head shape/

hair-line/ eyes), aware that “accuracy” is a relative term.
	Accuracy in “reality”: Students will learn how we construct reality through what we perceive to be truth.

	What does it mean for something to be an accurate representation?

What is reality?
	Formative assessments will be made of students’ understanding of how to use guidelines.
Summative assessments will be made of students’ progress in drawing the face.



	3
	Students will continue their self-portraits using mirrors (neck and shoulders/ nose/ mouth), aware that “accuracy” is a relative term.
	Accuracy in “reality”:  Students will learn how we construct reality through what we perceive to be truth.
	What does it mean for something to be an accurate representation?

What is reality?


	Formative assessments will be made of students’ understanding of how to find shapes within the face.
Summative assessments will be made of students’ progress in drawing the face and readiness for background.



	4
	Students will begin to work on backgrounds from their imagination, and continue to work on their portraits from observation
	Imagination as reality:  Students will understand the differences between reality and imagination, and find out how the line between the two can easily be blurred.
	What is reality?

What is imaginary?


	Formative assessments will be made of students’ ability to add features and consider background.

Summative assessments will be made on students’ progress on faces and backgrounds.



	5
	Students will finish working on their portraits and complete a self-assessment along with a short critique in order to recognize the progress they have made.
	Completion:  Students will recognize the progress they have made regardless of what state their portraits are at.
	What does it mean to be complete?
	Formative assessments will be made of students’ progress and recognition of their own progress.

Summative assessments will be made of students’ ability to show basic proportions, contrast “accuracy” with an imaginative background, look for shapes of facial features, and include personal details (clothes, jewelry, hair-styles, etc.)


